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There is no Wiſdom, nor —— vor C une 
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Prov. xxi. 36, 3 


a 


againſt the Lord. 
The tore ts prepared apainſt the Da ay of Bartel, | but 
bv. or Victory is of the Lord, 


H u 8 we read theſe Wards as they are ds: 
{lated -from the Hebrew; iti the Septuagint we 
have them with ſome little Diverſity, as that 
There % no Wiſdom, nor Strength, nor Counſel with an ungodly 
Man; and this Verſion i is fllow'd by the Arabick wit 
very ſmall Variation ; the Chaldee and the Syriac, ac- 
cording to the Latin, Tran ſlations, come nearcr the 21. 
brew, ahd ſay Theres no Wiſdom, nor Underſtanding 
Counſel like that of the Lord, 

We need not hell ſet aſide any ol theſe Verliohs; 
but may conſider the Words as ey are found'in them 

all, all ſuppoſing our Wiſdom, and Counſel, and 
Sonar to come from above, and to ſignify noting, 
but when they are alſo guided from thence, and. direc 
our Deſigns and Actions thither. 

. Accordingly I ſhall make it m n to ſhiew, 

I. That _— here ſuppoſed, wiz. That there is of 
Lee and Underſtanding, and Counſel among I fn 

ven them by God: 264 
8 at 3 is no Wiſdom yt nor Underſtanding, * 


nor. Counſel Ike that of the Lor 


III. That there is none of this with an ungodly Man. 3 

IV. That there is no Wiſdomꝭ nor Underſtanding, 
nor Counſel againſt the Lord; and, 

V. The Inference we have to draw from theſe Pro- 
poſitions; and this is, that we ought to take the Gui- 
dance of God in all our Counſels and Meaſures. 


8 Lam to ſhow that there 1 Wiſdorh, and Un, he pending 
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wk r 
and Counſel among Men given them by God. That there is 
Wiſdom and Underſtanding among them, I have no 


Apprehenſion that any one here will deny, and there- 
fore it is leſs neceſſary to infiſt on the ln vention of vari- | 
ous and uſeful Arts, the formingof-Governments, and =} 
the making of Laws, the waging of Wars, and theefta- 7 
bliſhing T reati@ of Peace; by which means the State 
of the World has been hitherto upheld in that tolera- 4 
ble Order in which we find it at preſent, or read it to 
have been in the years that are paſt. This is ſo notori- 
ous a Truth, that it may very well be taken for grant: 
© | <d, and ſo it ſhonld be for me, were Men as free to 
4 own their receiving their Wiſdom and Counſel from 
| God, as they areready to boaſt that they have it, and 
are undoubted Proprietors of it. . WW 
Bur chis I fear is by no means ſo clear, as wonderful F 
r | athingas it is, that Men ſhould think their Knowledge 1 
. | rheir own, when they cannot but ſee their Being, is not. 
We ate but of yeſterday, and may loſe our preſent 
State of Bxiltence to morrow; nor can we find any 
d thing in our ſelves that fiolds our Souls in Life, or keeps 
8 us from falling. How we grow in Stature is not per- 
* ceivid by us, and out Growth in Wiſdom is as little un- 
derſtood. AY 95 e e 
* Philoſophical Men may give ſome imperfect Account * 
is of the Progreſs of that Aceretion or Extenſion, as they © 
18 find ia Fact, by which our Bodies arrive at theit Bulk; ＋ 
and ſo they may too of our gradual increaſe in Know- 
82 ledge: But the Foundation and Beginning, on which 
eicher of theſe Improvements are made, is quite out of 
an. their reach And chis is ſufficient to thew how little. 


85 Title we Have to that xn ledge which we reckon out 
Jon, and how ſtrange an Attempt it is for ay Man to A 
10” Yoo abour to reaſon himſelf out of the'Belief of that in- * 
mr Wintel Wiſe and Glorious Being, to whom he owes 4 
. © Ball the Nato he has.” „% > GC 4 
go little are Men able to do without God, that we IF 

nd che things the moſt co Human Capacity _ 2 
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dom, out of his Mouth cometh Knowledge and . 
1 


derſtanding to the Heart, Job 38. 36. 32. 8. And Elbe 
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ed by him as his pecular Giſt. He told Ades, That 
he bad filled Bezalcel with the Spirit of God, in Wiſdom amd 
in Underſtanding, and in Knowledge, and in all manner of 
Workmanſhip to deviſe cunning Works, to work in Gold, and in 
Silver, and in Braſs, Exod. 31. 3, 4, . 

And Moſes himſelf was ſo ſenſible of his Inability to 
deliver or govern that People to whom to whom God 
had ſent him, chat he at firſt carried his Diffidence too 
far, and would hardly undertake it even at God's own 
appointment, for his want of Eloquence, and ſuch like 
Infirmities : But what ſays the Anfwer of God to him? 
Who. hath made Man's Mouth, or who maketh the Dumb, or 
Deaf, or the Seeing, or the Blind, bave not I the Lord ?; 
Now therefore go, and I will be with thy Mouth, and teach 
thee what thou ſhalt ſay, Exod. 4. II, 12. Agreecably 
to this doth Solomon in other of his Proverbs confeis, 
That the bearing Ear, and the ſeeing Eye, the Lord hath 
made even both of them. The Lord, ſays he, giveth Wiſ- 


Prov. 20. 12. 2. 6. It was in the Belief of t 

he prayed unto the Lord and ſaid, Give thy Servant an 
underſtanding Heart to judge thy People, that I may diſcern 
between good and Bad, for who u able to judge thu thy ſo 
great People? 1 Kings 3. 9. And his Prayer ſo pleaſed 
the Lord, that he gave him a wiſe-and an underſtand- 
ing Heart. Thus alſo among the hard Queſtions which 
God puts to Fob, to convince him of his Ignorance, and 
of God's infinite Knowledge and Power, he asks, Who 
hath put Wiſdom in the inward Parts, or who bath given Un- 


tells Feb in another place, That there 4 Spin in Man, 
and the Inſpiration of the Almighty giveth them Underſtand. 


np... | * * * 
Chak this we find as fully acknowledged in the Wri- 
tings of thoſe who had no other Light, that we know 
of, than that of Nature, as in the Scriptures them 
ſelves. 333 „% „Mo 
N 316A Jul 


— 


* —  — 


td * "< — J e n 
Tul 05 thought ĩt impoſſible for Archimedes to imi- 
tate the Motions of the Heavens in his Artificial Sphere, 
without a Wit and Spirit that had ſomething Divine, 
as it was for the Motions of the Heavens themſelves to 
be what they are, without the Being of God. And that 
Philoſophy, 5 5 he extols, as teaching Piery towards 
God, and juſt ier among Men for the Good of Humane 
Society, he calls, after Plato, the Gift of God, () and 
the greateſt and beſt that ever was given: And in ano- 
ther Place he affirms, That Underſtanding, Prudence, 
49 Faithfulneſs, and Concord, came to Men from 
aboye.. = | 
(e) Plato, after whom Cicero profeſſes to write in 
theſe Matters, ſpeaks of Wiſdom every where as be- 
longing only to God; of Socrates, not as a Wiſe, but a 
Lover of Wiſdom, and ſenſible of his own Ignorance 
(d) of the Impoſſibility of attaining Knowledge wit h- 
out the Concurrence of God; (e) and the Story he 
makes Protagoras tell(f)of Promot bes ſtealing Fire from 
Heaven to put a Spirit in Men; and of Jupiter's ſend- 
ing Mercury to diffuſe Juſtice and Modeſty among them, 
for the good Order of Civil Society, ſufficiently ſhews | 
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go 
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fo (a) Nam cam Archimedes Lune Solis quinque errantium motus in 

d Spheram illigavit, efficit idem quod ille qui in Timeo Mundum edifi> | 

1. cavit Platon Deus, ut tardicate & celeritate deficilimos motus una re- 

h geret converſio : Quad, fi in hoc mundo fieri ſine Deo non poteſt, ne ſi 

| Sphera quidem eoſdem motus Archimedes fine divino ingenio potuiſſet 

dl wmirari. Tuſc. Qu. lib. 1. 25. 

bo (b) Philoſophia vero omnium mater Artium quid eſt aliud niſi, 

o_ ut Plato ait donum, ut ego inventum Deorum. Hee nos primum 

| -cllorumcultum deinde ad jus hominum quod ſitum eſt in genery humans 

„ Jocictate, tum ad modeſtiam magnitudinemq, animi erudivit. ib. 26. 

4. (c) Ex quo intelligitur prudenti am quoque & mentem a diis ad 
 homines per biniſſe quod fi in eſt in bominum genere mens, fades vir - 

» tus roncordia; unde hac in terras, niſt a luperis defluere potuerunt de 
nat. Deor, lib, 2. 31. coi 

* (d) Plat. Phed. 1243. Ed. Fic. 

N ( J Plat. Thrag. p. 95. 

(f) Plat. Protag. p. 214. | | 
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what the Opinion of the Anctents was as to the Spring 
= and Fountamn of Wm. 
It would nor be fo difficult as tedious to prove ma- 
ny more Authorities for this Purpoſe; what. hag been 
urged is abundantly enough to ſhew, That the Judg- 
ment of all the Men that have been famed for Wiſ- 
dom, concurs with the Declaration of the Scriptures, 
That it cometh from God. And I have inſiſted the 
longer on this firſt Propoſition, "becauſe it is the Foun- 
dation of the T rurh of thofe which come to be conſi - 
der'd in their Order. — 
II. The next of theſe is, That there is no Wiſdom, nor 
Underſtanding, nor Counſel like that of the Lord: And this is 
an immediate Conſequence of the former from the very 
Nature of the thing; it being impoſſible that there 
ſhould be any Compatiſon between that Wiſdom and 
Power which is diſtributed to Men with ſo much Va- 
riety, and under ſuch great and plain Limitations, and 
that Wiſdom which form d theſe and all other Intel- 
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Mercy and Tiuth ſhall go before by Face. Pſa. 80. 
8, 10, 89. 6, 1 . Good Reaſon therefore had the 2 
Author of the Book of Viſdom to ſay, Surely vain are 
F all. Men by Nature, who are ignorant of God, and 
© conld not our of the good things that are ſeen know | 
© him that is; neither by conſidering the Works did 
© they acknowledge the Work-maſter; who if they 
© were aſtoniſh'd at their Power and Virtue, Rn I 
have underftood by them how much mightier ke was 
* that made them, 4/4. 13. 1, 4. TS a 
Of this Judgment was Cicero * in the Place abaye- 
d 1 concluded, That if there was Couiſel 
and Underſtanding and Prudence among Men, it was 
neceſſaxy that the Gods ſhould have theſe in greater Per- 
fection; and not only have them, but 2 4 
them in the beſt and moſt excellent Things. 9 
And there is a very conſiderable Difference between 
Earthly and Heavenly Wiſdom; that though all kind 
of Wiſdom is the Gift of God, as the AS of all 
Things; yet the different Uſes made by men of their 
natural Abilities are ſo great, as to alter the Nature 
even of the Abilities themſelves, and turn noble 'Ta- 
lents into Inſtruments of Folly and Madneſs : For tro. 
ſuch meanneſs will the higheſt Faculties degenerate ang 
ſink, if they are not employed to the Honour of him 
that beſtow d them, and the true Good of him to whom, 
ey are given: There being, as I am in the next Place 
to ſhew, -- 1 
III. No true Wiſdom, nor Underſt auding, nor Counſel with, 
an ungodly Man, Aud as ridiculous as the Men of Wit 
and Wickedneſs may think this Aſſertion; there is not 
only in Morals nothing more plain, but even inthe Ma- 
thematicks nothing more certain: For it begs nothing 
but the Suppolition of a Wiſe Being above us, which. 
r 
*: Cumque ſit in. nobis conſilium, ratio, prudentia, neceſſe eſt Deos 3 
hec ipſu habere majora, nec habere ſolum, ſed etiam his uti in mai 
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wboever denies in this Age of Knowledge, cannot fail 
of being a Sceptick in every thing elſe There are no 
Demonſtrations in Mathematicks thought more ſtrong, 
than thoſe that conclude from the Abſurdity 'of af-- 
firming the contrary ; and nothing, I think, can be 
conceived more abſurd, than to „ that Wiſdom, 
and Knowledge, and Counſel ſhould be in Men, with- 
out being in any thing elſe ſuperior to them. And if 
they derive them from ſomething elſe, that has in them 
a much greater Degree, they cannot poſſibly be the 
better for having them, unleſs they uſe them as that Su- 
perior Wiſdom diretts. þ 
Men may ſhine by quickneſs of Parts among thoſe 
that look no farther into the Nature and End of Thi 
than themſelves, and ſurprize others by a ſingular VI- 
vuacity of Spirit, without attaining, even among their 
Admirers, the Character of Wiſdom : For as fooliſhly 
2s we many times act, we are not ſo weak as to reckon 
Men wiſe, for barely 28 the good fortune to pleaſe, 
or being able to entertain their Acquaintance with a. 
ecable Mirth. Wiſdom is, in the Opinion of all 
Men , ſomething more ſolid than this; and muſt doubt- 
. leſs conſiſt in the diſcreet uſe of the propereſt Means for 
attaining the beſt and moſt deſirable End: But how 
T ſhould they fall into this excellent Method and Practice 
1 who conſult only with themſelves and the World, and 
take not God for their Light and their Guide? 
How do ye ſay, faith the Prophet Feremy to the Jews, 
How do ye ſay, we are wiſe, and the Law of the Lord & with 
s? Lo, certainly in vain made be it, the Pen of the Scribes 
in Vain, the wiſe Min are aſhamed, they are diſmayed 
end taken; Lo, they have rejetted the Word of the Lord, 
and what Wiſdom is in them? 1755 8. 8, 9. The Scrip- 
tures do fo conſtantly join Wiſdom and the Fear of 
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the Lord, and Sin and Folly together, that it is per- 
fectly needieſꝭ to cite particular Places. The Fear of the 
Lord is the very beginning of Wiſdom, and a good Underſtana- 
ing bave all t bey t bat do thereafter ; the Praiſe of it endureth 
fo 
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for ever, Pſal. 111. 10. But and If a Man, fays the Au- 
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thor of the Book of Viſdom, be never ſo perfe among 'rhe 
Children of Men, yet if this Wiſdom be not with him, be ſhall 
be not bing regarded, Chap. 9. 6. 0 
The Heathen Moraliſts have all the ſame Notion of 
this, and make their wiſe and good Man, as inſepara- 
ble as the Scripture deſcribes them. Tully ſays, That 
the two chief things in Philoſophy are, a Judgment of 
what is true, and diſcerning the meaſures of Good; and 
that he cannot be wiſe, who is either ignorant of the 
Beginning of Knowledge, or of the Bounds of Deſite &, 
and he has ſufficiently ſhown, that our Knowledge is 
from God, and that our Deſires ſhould therefore termi- 
nate in him, and be regulated by him. Ariftotle hike- 
wiſe is expreſs, That the Choice and Share of good 
Things, of what kind ſoever, which diſpoſes us moſt 
to conſider God is the beſt, and That the worſt which 
does moſt interfere with it; And how ſhould it be o- 
therwiſe, but that our Happineſs muſt depend on him 
whom our Being depends? And that conſequently we 
can no more be Wiſe than Happy in ſuch a © 
ſets us at the greateſt Diſtance and Separation from 
him. For how ſhould Wiſdom be found where Men 
give way to thoſe Paſſions which diſturb themſelves and 


the World 2 Thoſe Paſſions for which all the Laws of 


God, and Nature, and Men have provided Reſtraints 
as ineffectual as they too commonly prove. What 
Wiſdom is there in heaping up Riches, or iacreaſing of 
Power, as long as cither that Wealth or Strength is a- 
buſed, and does not tend to ſecure the Quiet and Peace 
of thoſe that enjoy it, or promote the Good of thoſe 
that are deſtitute of it? And it is certain, that none of 


— 


* Etenim duo eſſe hec maxima in Philoſophia, judicium vert, & 
nem bonorum nec ſapientem poſſe eſſe, qui aut cognoſeendi eſſe jn:- 
rium ignoret; extremumexpetend!, ut aut unde profiſcatur, aut quo 
perveniendem fit neſciat. Hic autem habere dubia, ne que his ita 
confidere, ut movers non poſſint, abhorrore a ſapientia plurimum. 


+ Ariſt. Eudem. lib. 7. c. 15. 
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have this effeR, but when ; 
rof God, and ufed as he has 


ainf# the Lord. It muſt needs be Folly to attempt any 
ing in profeſsd Oppoſition to him, who is ſo muc 


. 
- 


wiſer and ſtronger then us; and we can never expect 


that any Deſign of ours, tho not fo perverſly directed, 
ſhonld-proſper, if it did not pleaſe God to give it Suc- 
cels. For be doth whatſoever pleaſeth him in Heaven and 
i Earth, in the Sea, and in all deep Places, and nothing 
.can reſiſt his Will. We often A it is true, as if we 


thought our ſelves mightier than he, or could at leaſt 


form our Counſel without him; but we very often 
have cauſe to repent of this fooliſh Preſumption from 
his daſhing fuch vain Imaginations to pieces; and we 
have always reaſon to fear he will humble us when we 
take upon us to run headlong without him. 

So zuſt a Senſe had the Romans of this, that they en- 
ter d on all their 3 Undertakings, by firſt couſult- 
ing their Gods, and imploring their Fas: and of Fabius 
Maxim, the Dictator, it is particularly recorded, 
That on the ſame Day that he enter'd on his Office, 


the ſecond time he called the Senate, and began with 


ſpeaking of the Gods, infor ming the Senators, That 
Flamizs the Conſul had done more hurt to the State, by 
neglecting the Sacred Rites, than by his Raſnneſs and 
Tenorance: Manv other like Inſtances there are in the 
liſtory of that Illuſtrious People, which are not of leſs 
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IV. There is no Wiſdom, nor Underf ending, nor Counſel 
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them; becauſe this was to be expected where they had 


ſo little Light to direct them in the true Worſſip of 
God; and it does not at all take off from the Senſe 
which theſe Inſtances-plainly ſhew they had of that Pro- 
vidence whicu governs the World. And what is here 
obſerved: in the Roman Story, is agreeable to that Ac- 


count which we have in the Sacred Hiſtory of the De- 


ſtruction of Abab, when he went up againſt Ramorh Gi- 
lead contrary to the Word of the Lord by the Prophet 
Micaiab, 1 Kings 22. And thus doth God ſpeak to the 
Jews by another Prophet ; Iwill Prog, ſays he, to 

do a marvellous Work amongſt this People, even a 
marvellous Work and a Wonder; for the Wiſdom 
of their wife Men ſhall periſh, and rhe/Ulnderftand- 
ing of their Prudent Men ſhall be hid: Wounto them 


<< 


ſeeth us, and who knoweth us? Surely your turniag 
of things upſide down ſhall be eſteemed as the Pot- 
ter's Clay; for ſhall the Work fay of him that made 
it, he made me not; or ſhall the Thing framed ſay 
© of him that framed it, he had no Underſtanding 


Ia. 29. 14. He goes on in that place rhreatning toteach 


them another Leſſon than this; and St. Paul's repeat 
ing this Doctrine to the Corinthians, 1 Cor, 1. 19. ſhews, 
That it is ſtill God's method of dealing with Proud and 
Irreligious Men. It may not poſſibly be always obſer- 
ved under every Provocation he meets with, good 


Ends of Providence being often promoted by his per- 
mitting the Wicked to proſper for a Seaſon and a Time; 
but he may with ſo much juſtice proceed to chaſtiſe 


8 that we have always Cauſe to apprehend he will 
Fir, 11 oy | ö 


Hl. ma lei h the Devices of People to he ef none Effect, and. 


eaſtet h out the Counſel of Princes, Pſal. 33. 10. often e- 


nough in all Reaſon to convince us that he — | 
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that ſeck deep to hide their Counſel from the Lord, 
and their Works axe in the dark; and they ſay, who 
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himſelf in the Tran 


alſo enforce it, .The Horſe is 


Strength. What oth. "raouy our Saviour, going ro 


may chaſe a Hundred, and an Hundred put Ten Thouſand 1. 
Bight, Lev. 26. 8. Joſh. 23. 10. if God: be pleaſed to 
order it ſo as he has formerly done; bur theſe arc 
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Let us therefore proceed in the laſt place to conſider 
the Inference we have to draw from theſe Propoſitions; 
andrhis is, - | W | bu Tas 
V. That we ought to take the Guidance of God in all our 
Counſels and Meaſures : Beeauſe, as the latter Words do 
| prepared apainſt the Day of 
Batztel, but Safety (or Victory) isoftbe Lord. Mea may, 
out of the Ability that God has given them, do a great 
deal towards their own Preſervation, and ought there- 
fore to do ſo; but their effectual Security is, after all, 
from the 'Blefſing of God: They may and ought to 
Plant and Water, but it is God alone that can give the In- 
erenſe. It is in this Reſpe& the ſame in Political, as in 


Religious Affairs; in which 'tisalmoſt equal Preſump- 


tion to expect to make any Progreſs, either without 
God, or without our Endeavours; we muſt do all that 
is in our Power, and then humbly beſecch him to pro- 
ſper the Work of our Hands. | 
For though 20 King can be ſaved barely by the multi- 
rade of an Hoſt, nor any mighty Man be delivered by much 
Strength, Pſal. 39. 16. and though it was moſt Irreli- 
i d Abſurd, what is reported of a late General 


an 
8 France, his asking only the Odds of Ten Thouſand 


„and leaving God to take which Side he pleaſed; 
yer, humanly ſpeaking, no King can be ſaved without 
an Hoſt fome way proportioned to the Hoſt of his E- 
nemy, nor any Man be delivered without a competent 
ing, ſitteth not down 


War againſt another rſt, 


and conſulteth, whether he be able with Ten Thou- 
fand ro meet him that cometh againſt him with 


© Twenty Thouſand ? Luke 14. 31. Multitudes indecd 
have been ſeiz d with unaccountable Fears, and Fi 
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ſactions of Men, and takes care ot 
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C134. 
Wonders not to be looked for every Day. It is very 
true, That except b Lord keep the City, the Watchman 
waketh. but in vdin, Pſal. 19. I. tis alſo as true, that 
we have no ground to expect God will keep it, if the 
Watchman wakes not at all 


7 
* 
" 


We aretherefore, no doubt, to uſe gur utmoſt En- 


deavours ; and the tender Care of Her Majeſty, and the 
Wiſdom and Diſpatch of this United Parliament in 
what has been before them, has gone a great way in 
this Work. We may ſay the Horle is good meaſure 
prepared, but ſtill our Safety and Victory muſt befrom 
God. It would be ſtrange if we who call our ſelves 
Chriſtians, ſhould queſtion this which the Heathens ſo 
fully allowed. ' , —_ ie 

It is for this Reaſon we are aſſembled this Day to im- 


lore his Bleſſing upon her Majeſty's. Counſels, her 


leets and Armies, and the Preparations of all her Al- 
lies; and the only way I know to obtain it, is to regu- 
late our Conduct according to the Import of thoſe Pro- 
poſitions that have been conſidered. 9 
Since then that wiſdom and underſtanding, and coun- 
ſel which is among Men, is given them by God, let em 


always remember, That it àᷣ one part of Wiſdom to know | 


whoſe Gift it is, Jam. 1, J. and to reverence the Au- 
thor and Perfecter of it: Let them uſe it with that Mo- 


deſty and Humility that becomes them, in a thing ſo 


committed to them, aud not boaſt as. if they had not recei- 
ved it, 1 Cor. 4. 7. Let the Knowledge they have 
lead ae to a Conſciouſneſs of their-Ignorance in the 
things they know not, and direct them to a of God the 
Wildom they-lack, James 1. Fo T 

And ſince, as he is the Fountain of all Undetſtand- 
ing; ſo there is no Wiſdom like his. Let us neyer ex- 
alt our ſelves above the Knowledge of God, nor que- 


ſtion his Wiſdom in the ordering Human Affairs for 
any Darkneſs of, or Jotricacy that may to us at any 
time ſeem to be in them: But as there have many Oc- 


curtences already appeared to us to have been hetter 
1 85 diſpoſed 
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= diſpoſed than we ſhould have contrived them; ſo let us 


4 
Z preſent upon them, will prove as clear and juſt as thoſe 
4 in the Iſſue of things. It is vt hu, but our ways that are 


= = /o unequal. Ezek. 18. $5. and which makes us ſuch in. 
ö 2224 zes of his Proceedings and Works did 
6 we loye Go Jol 
= giveLighrtro our Eyes, and we ſhould ſee and admire 
the wondrous things of NN and Laws: For 
4 tboſe that are miret will he guide in Judgment, and ſuch as 
are Gentle; them ſhall be learn Bs way, Plal. 25. 9 
But ſince thete is none of this Wiſdom, and Counſel 
with an ungodly Man, let our firſtcare be to remoye 
this Obſtruction; this is the great end of our preſent 
-” Humiliation, and unleſs it be in ſome meaſure attain- 
dg, we have little Reaſon to hope for the Fruit of ay 
3 other Endeavours. F we regard Iniquity in our Hearts, 
Lid will not bear #s, Pſ. 66; 18. That bitter Root will 
tun among, and ſpoil all Conſultations, and blaſt all 
the moſt hopeful Deſigns. 7 Par 2 = 
Tho! it has pleaſed God notwithſtanding the Vice 
and Irrcligion, that like a Peltilence, which it too juſt- 
ly deſet ves, now rages among us, to fend us, in the 
coutſe of this War, many ſignal and glorious Viltories, 
- | through the nprighr and prudent Adminiſtration of 
that publick Revenue which has been fo chearfully gi- 
ven, and the Wiſe and Valiant Conduct of her Maje- 
ſty's Arms: And tho to the Succeſſes of War he has 
3 8 added that great and unexpected, 8 
day growing Advantage of the Union of cv ancient 
- andwiſe, and powerful Nations, into the mighty Ring- 
dum of Great Britain; yet for all this we ſhould make a 
” very unjuſt, and dangerous Inference, if weeogeluded 
from thence, that our Sins could do us no Mauer of 
hurt. We haveteaſon to afcribe the Bleſſings we have 
Hitherto teceived, to the Goodneſs of that Religion, 
vp andrhe juſtneſs of that Liberty for which we conterid : 
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believe, That all the reſt which may 221 Veib at. 


and keep his Commandmients, they would! 


many 
would think ſhould be abundantly enough to move us to 
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ſenſible Chaſtiſements, eſpecially of late; as one 


that Repenrance, to which the GoodneFs. of God has 
not hitherto led us; and we have no reafor ro fear, 
that if we are not reformed by chat correction, wheres. 
in he has, as it were but dallied with us,” we ſhall feel 
* a judgment worthy of God, id. 12. 260 / 
Since therefore accordiag tothe laſt Propoſition tb. 
is 10 Wiſdom, nor Underſt andinp, nor Coe apainft the Lord; 
let us never enter into any Meaſures that carry the leaſt 
Oppoſition to him; but let us do all that we can to have 
him with us, in all that we do. We have not indeed 
thoſe ways of conſulting him leſt us, which he afforded 
the eus; but we have the greatneſs and goodneſs" of 
our Cauſe to encourage us to hope it is Nhat God does 
Sag And if we take care to promote it with thoſe 
Publick Views of Concern for his Homnonr, the Safety 
of the Queen, the Security of the Proteſtant Succeſ- 
ſion, the good of their Country, and the Welfare of 
that part of Mankind with which we have to do; we 
may ſay what Fudas Maccabem did, to encourage his 
Brethren againſt the Armies of Syria, The Victory 
© of Battel ſtandeth not in the multitude of an Hoſt, 
but Strength that cometh from Heaven: They come 
* againſt us in much Pride and Iniquity, to deſtroꝝ us, 
our Wives, and Children, and to ſpöſl us; but we fight 
for our Lives and Laws, 1 Mace. 3. ig, 20, 21. And 
f then, When 


God grant the effect may be now as it was th 

Seron and bis Hoſt were overtbrown hefors bim. 

And may we not with Submiſſion hopefor, who pro- 

fels a Religion ſo agreeable 10 755 and ſtrive for the 
0 


Preſervation of a Liberty fo Juſt and Beneficial to men, 
it we take due care to incline God to favour this Cauſe 
in our Hands, by living ſuſtably to out Holy Proſeſfi- 
on, and carrying always in Honeſt regard to that Pub- 
Nek Good, which we would be chought to purſue. 
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I we go on, in our ſeveral Stations, todifcountenance 


lately been done; if to this we J . to my ju 
emies of our preſent 


' ſtanding, and Counſel, and Honour, and Power, 
now for ever. Amen. | | 


FINIS. 
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| Jovls 15. die Jar. 1. 


L FWW - | 
A HAT the Thanks of the Houſe be given 
* to Dr. TRIMNELL, for his Excellent 
Sermon Preach betore this Houſe, at St. Magaret's 
Weſtminſter, Yeſterday ; ( being the Day appoint- 
ed by Her MAJESTIES Royal Proclamation, for 
a Solemn Faſt and Humiliation ; ) And that he be 


” 


defired to Print the ſame: And, that Sir Jobs 
| Holland, the Lord William Pawlet, Mr. Onſlow, and 
S, dar 7rby do acquaint him therewith. _ 


Paul Fodrell, 7-04 
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